
SAFE HABITS WHEN LIVING AROUND CROCODILES

PROTECT YOUR PETS.

Bring pets inside or  keep them in a fenced yard,  
especial ly  dur ing dusk,  dawn,  and evening hours.  I f  

you l ive on the water ,  p lace a barr ier  such as a fence 
between the water  and your yard.  Never chain pets up 
close by the waters edge and always walk your pet  on 

a leash.

KEEP IT CLEAN.

ERECT FENCING.
Both the American and Morelet's Crocodile are protected by the 
Belize Wildlife Protection Act (Chapter 220).

I f  a  crocodi le in your area is  causing concern,  cal l  Aces
Wildl i fe Rescue or  the Bel ize Forest  Department.  Only
those permitted and trained in humane trapping and
handl ing methods should come into contact  with
crocodi les.  Catching a crocodi le with a baited hook can
be dangerous and fatal  to the animal.  Never attempt to
deal  with a crocodi le on your own.

Bel ize Forest  Department
+501-822-1524

Secretary@forest.gov.bz

Trash,  sewage,  and improperly  disposed of  food 
attracts crocodi les.  Pick up trash and dispose of  in 
garbage bins,  especial ly  around your home. Throwing 
waste or  food scraps under or  around your home has 
the same effect  as direct ly  feeding the crocodi les and 
draws them closer to your home.

DO NOT FEED CROCODILES.

Crocodi les natural ly  fear  people.  Feeding crocodi les
wil l  br ing them closer to human populated areas,
teaching them to no longer fear  us.  This can result  in
unwanted human-crocodi le confl ict  or  attacks on pets
or people.  Attempting to attract  crocodi les with food
including discarded waste and f ish scraps,  is  highly
dangerous and i l legal .

Crocodi les are ambush predators ,  a  smal l  fence between 
your property and the water  takes away that  ambush 
capabi l i ty .  Place the fence at  least  5 feet  away from the 
waters edge to provide the crocodi le with a place to 
bask.  This wi l l  help protect  pets ,  keep crocs from 
coming into your yard,  and provide a safe viewing area,  
whi le al lowing crocs carry out  thermoregulat ion 
requirements.

NO NEED TO BE ALARMED.

The sight  of  a crocodi le is  nothing to be alarmed of.
As apex predators ,  crocodi les are crucial  to a healthy

environment keeping a balance of  al l  l i fe  in the
ecosystem. Crocodi les spend most of  their  t ime in the

water  where they feed on aquatic l i fe ,  such as f ish,
shr imp,  and crab,  and occasional ly  ambush small

mammals on shore.  I f  you see a crocodi le out  of  the
water  on the bank,  he is  l ikely  warming up his internal

body temperature.  To cool  off  his brain ,  he wi l l  open
his mouth wide whi le his body reaches an ideal

temperature.  I t  is  not  a sign of  aggression,  but  s imply
a requirement of  l i fe.

LEAVE CROCODILES ALONE.

Crocs don't  want to hurt  you or  your chi ldren.  Their
natural  food is  aquatic-based and they do not v iew

humans as a food source,  but  they may act  defensively
if  harassed or  provoked.  Never throw rocks or  other

objects at  a crocodi le.  I f  you leave the crocodi le alone,
he wi l l  l ikely  leave you alone.

If  you see a crocodi le ,  keep your distance.  I t  is  okay 
to take pictures,  but  do not approach them. Never 
approach or  touch an egg or  baby crocodi le ,  as cute 
as they are ,  a  mama croc may be in the area and may 
aggressively  defend her young.  I f  a  crocodi le 
changes i ts behavior  because of  your presence,  you 
are too close.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE. REPORT A PROBLEM.

+501-623-7920 /  +501-637-8769
info@acesbel ize.com

aceswildl i ferescue.org


